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AMEMBASSY LISBON IMMEDIETE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 
USCINCEUR IMMEDIATE 
USCINCLANT IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL LUANDA 1686 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILI PINT AO 

SUBJECT: MILITARY UPDATE: FNLA/UNITA TAKE MOCAMEDES 

1. IT IS APPARENT FROM A VARIETY OF SOURCES THAT FNLA/UNITA 
FORCES TOOK MOCAMEDES WITHOUT A FIGHT OCTOBER 24, THUS GIVING 
FNLA/UNITA CONTROL OF THE ENTIRE SOUTHERN THIRD OF ANGOLA. 
MPLA HAS NOT YET QUITE ADMITTED LOSING MOCAMEDES BUT HAS 
SIMPLY REPORTED SO FAR "THE MOVEMENT OF THE PORTUGUESE, 

SOUTH AFRICAN AND OTHER INVADERS" FROM SA DA BANDEIRA TO 
MOCAMEDES, ADDING THAT THE SITUATION IN MOCAMEDES IS VERY 
DIFFICULT AND THAT THE ATTITUDE OF THE PORTUGUES FORCES THERE 
TOWARD THE APPROACHING FORCE IS NOT KNOWN. MPLA CLAIMS THE 
APPROACHING FORCE IS TRAVELING IN VEHICLES OF THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN ARMY. (LUANDA 1677, PARA 4). 

2. LITTLE ACTION REPORTED ON OTHER FRONTS. MPLA CLAIMED OCT. 
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28 THAT CLASHES TOOK PLACE NEAR LI TIMBALE (12.15S 15.19E), 
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BABAERA (12.54S 14.48E) AND SOUTH OF SAMBA CAJU (8.46S 
15.24E). UNITA AND PORTUGUESE SOURCES STATE THAT UNITA HAS 
TAKEN THE ALTO CATUMBOLA DAM, BETWEEN BENGUELA AND NOVA 
LISBOA. 

3. THE HIGH COMMISSION TOLD ME AT 1700 HOURS LOCAL TIME 
OCTOBER 29 THAT MPLA TOLD HIM THEY HAD RETAKEN ALTO CATUMBELA. 

THE HIGH COMMISSIONER ALSO TOLD ME AT THE SAME TIME THAT 
MERCENARY FORCES OF ALL COLORS ARE IN MOCAMEDES, SUPPORTED 
BY TWENTY ARMORED CARS AND THAT THEY HAVE STARTED TO MOVE 
NORTHWARD TOWARD BENGUELA. 

KILLORAN 
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